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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN LIBYAN RELATIONS ON DOWNHILL SLIDE 
REF: TRIPOLI 0046, RABAT 0375 

1 . THE MOROCCAN EMBASSY IN TRIPOLI HAS SENT ANOTHER NOTE 
TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
INFORMATION, THE DIRECTOR OF THE LIBYAN NEWS AGENCY, 

THE DIRECTOR OF RADIO AND TELEVISION, AND THE EDITORS OF 

THE TWO TRIPOLI DAILIES, PROTESTING IN VERY SHARP LANGUAGE THE 
’BASELESS NEWS" BEING PUBLISHED AND BROADCAST BY THESE 
PARTIES ABOUT THE SAHARA. COPIES WERE ALSO SENT TO 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS. 

THE EMBASSY SAYS SADLY THAT ITS PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS 
"BOTH BY DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS AND BY NOTE" TO CORRECT 
THE SITUATION HAVE NOT BORNE FRUIT. 
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2. AFTER DENYING THAT THE MOROCCAN 
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ARMY IS ENGAGING IN 'EXTERMINATION OF THE IN- 
HABITANTS OF THE SAHARA (THE LIBYAN PRESS HAD CARRIED 
A POLISARIO HANDOUT TO THIS EFFECT), THE NOTE GOES ON 
TO QUOTE GOM FOREIGN MINISTER LARAKI S FLAT STATEMENT IN 
HIS INTERVIEW WITH AL-AHRAM THAT "LIBYAN ARMS ARE GOING TO 
ALGERIA TO CONFRONT A BROTHERLY STATE, MOROCCO". 

3. THE NOTE CONTINUES: "THE MOROCCAN EMBASSY IN THE LAR, 

WHICH IS A PRINCIPAL PARTY IN THE LIBYAN-MOROCCAN DIALOGUE, 

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOROCCAN - LIBYAN RELATIONS, AND IN 
THE STRENGTHENING OF THESE RELATIONS, CANNOT REMAIN SILENT 
IN THE FACE OF THE FOLLOWING STANDS: 

- THE HIDING OF THE FACTS FROM THE BROTHER LIBYAN PEOPLE, 

- THE DAMAGING OF MOROCCAN - LIBYAN RELATIONS" 

EVERY MOROCCAN IS OFFENDED BY "ALL THAT IS HEARD" 

ABOUT LIBYAN INITIATIVES, THE NOTE SAYS, IN A REFERENCE 

TO ARMS SHIPMENTS. IT CLOSES BY APPEALING TO "ALL THOSE OF GOOD 
FAITH" TO ENLIGHTEN LIBYAN PUBLIC OPINION, AND OFFERING TO 
ORGANIZE A TRIP TO THE SAHARA FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN 
THE TRUTH. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS EXTREMELY DISINGENUOUS, OF COURSE, 

SINCE THE MOROCCAN EMBASSY KNOWS VERY WELL THAT LIBYAN 
PRESS TREATMEN OF THE SAHARAN QUESITION (AND EVERYTHING 
ELSE) IS CLOSELY CONTROLLED BY QADHAFI, AND THAT 
QADHAFI HIMSELF SAID PUBLICLY THE OTHER DAY THAT LIBYA 
WOULD GO ON SUPPORTING THE POLISARIO FRONT (TRIPOLI 
REFTEL). THE EMBASSY'S EFFORTS TO CONVINCE QADHAFI THAT 

HE IS WRONG ABOUT THE SAHARA HAVE A DESPERATE RING, AND IT IS 
OBVIOUS THAT MOROCCAN -LIBYAN RELATIONS ARE ON A DOWNHILL 
SLIDE, PARTICULARLY AFTER FOREIGN MINISTER LARAKI S 
AL-AHRAMINTERVIEW. 

5. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO ESTABLISH WHETHER PRIME 
MINISTER OSMAN MET WITH ANY LIBYAN OFFICIALS ON HIS 
RECENT VISIT TO MALTA. 
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